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kerA FEW RECOLLECTIONSVladimir Nikolaevi
h Sudakov and I met for the �rst time at a 
onfer-en
e on \Measure Theory" in Germany from June 26 to July 2, 1983.1 Iam not sure that we talked a lot at that o

asion, even though I remembera natural shy 
uriosity on my side.A
tually, we had more 
ommon mathemati
al interests than either ofus was aware of. If I had seen his arti
le [7℄ on a 
ontinuous version ofthe Birkho�{von Neumann theorem [1℄ on the representation of doublysto
hasti
 matri
es by permutation matri
es, I would have stopped my(unsu

essful) e�orts to do something similar. (My knowledge of the Rus-sian language unfortunately is poor but it was suÆ
ient to read with adi
tionary most mathemati
al texts). On the other hand my joint workwith Dan Mauldin and David Preiss [3℄ on di�erent types of orthogonalityin transition kernels was 
losely related to the 
lassi
al study of Rokhlin [5℄and the subsequent work of Romanovsky and Sudakov [6℄ on independentpartitions. It also would have been possible to dis
uss the meaning of theword 'disjoint' in the title of [7℄. In any 
ase, we slowly and gladly dis
ov-ered a 
ertain similarity of mathemati
al taste.The 
onta
t in
reased after the politi
al 
hanges around 1990. In 1991/92Nina Maslova was invited by my 
olleagues at the Kaiserslautern mathe-mati
al department as the �rst So�a Kowalewskaja guest professor. Par-tially on her initiative I then spent a month in St. Peterburg. My wife andI remember with great gratitude the hospitality and the lively dis
ussionsduring that visit. I stayed for several weeks at the home of the Sudakovfamily. During this time he showed me his observation [8℄ on typi
al mar-ginal distributions and I 
ould rephrase the phenomenon as a '
onditional
entral limit theorem' in the paper [9℄.In the subsequent years we had the 
han
e to parti
ipate in a 
oopera-tion in probability between St. Peterburg and several German universities1In the digital ar
hive [4℄ of the Oberwolfa
h Institute one 
an �nd handwrittensummaries of the talks. 9



10 H. V. WEIZS�ACKERand Mr. and Mrs. Sudakov visited Kaiserslautern a few times. Our friend-ship grew. On the mathemati
al side I just would like to mention a smallexample of his in
uen
e. On one the last visits I told him about my inter-est in a 
onverse to K�oml�os' subsequen
e theorem, the latter stating thatevery sequen
e (Xn) of random variables whi
h is bounded in L
1 has asubsequen
e (Xnk) whose averagesXnk = 1k k∑i=1 Xni
onverge a.s.. He immediately asked the following ni
e question (
f. Re-mark 1 in [10℄): Can one repla
e boundedness in L1 by the 
ondition thatthe Xn 
onverge in probability? The answer turned out to be negative, asany i.i.d. sequen
e shows whi
h satis�es the weak but not the strong lawof large numbers. Su
h sequen
es exist, see e.g. se
tions 7.7 and 7.8 of [2℄:Take a symmetri
 distribution without �rst moment whose distributionfun
tion F satis�es F (x)x → 0 as x→ ∞.We shared an interest in the history of our 
ountries. He 
ombined anatural kindness with a 
riti
al intuition. I will not forget the friendlyexpression on his fa
e when he and his son Andrei brought me to theairport after his 80th birthday. It was as fresh as ever. Have a look at thefoto in this volume. Referen
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